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such as the Class War between capital and labour;  and the
courage to plough in with both fists flying.

Would Jack London have been a socialist if Flora had kept
her hands out of John London's affairs, and the family had
prospered? The answer would seem to be yes, though he
more likely would have developed into an intellectual or
Utopian socialist rather than a working-man's socialist, and
would have been content to let socialism filter slowly
through the centuries by means of the ballot, instead of
rising up and demanding militantly that the working-men
Unite! Throw off their chains! Wipe out by force the ruling
predatory class!

To Jack, socialism was a system of human, historical, and
economic logic, as irrefutable as the multiplication table.
Though he had as yet accumulated only a limited content of
thought he had the apparatus for a scientific method of
thought, the perseverance to follow a given line of reasoning,
and the courage to accept its conclusions no matter how
they might violate his preconceived notions.

Then too, he had an inexhaustible quarrel with the
world: his illegitimacy. Since he could not fight with his
mother about It, rectify the wrong that had been done him,
nor bring it out into the light, it festered in the subterranean
darkness of his unconscious. The only quarrel in the external
world which had the epic proportions to match in magnitude
his internal quarrel was the overthrowing of the predom-
inant class of society by the subservient class, of which he
was a member.

The Chamber of Commerce and a section of the established
Oakland society were outraged at his preaching destruction
of the existing order; and in the public City Hall Park!
They agitated to have him seat to prison. When the case
came up the judge recommended that Jack's youth be con-
sidered a mitigating circumstance, and let him off with a
warning that if he ever did it again he would be sent away.
After Jack's death Mayor Davies of Oakland dedicated an
oak tree to him in City Hall Park on a spot not too far distant
from where he had been arrested for this first fiery speech.